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December Worship 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 4 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Services at 9:30 & 10:45 AM 
 

Sunday, December 11 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Services at 9:30 & 10:45 AM 

 

Sunday, December 18 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Christmas Cantata Service at 10:00 AM 
 

Saturday, December 24 

Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service at 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, December 25 

Christmas Day Service at 10:00 AM 
 

 
 

 

Advent Bible Study 
 

Wednesday’s 11:30am & 7:00pm 
 

Prepare the Way 
Cultivating a Heart for God in Advent 

 

Pastor Ernie will lead this Advent study.  

In this 4-week study and prayer book by Pamela 

Hawkins, we are invited to prepare our hearts 

through guided prayer, readings from Isaiah 

and Matthew, as well as brief reflections on 

four scriptural themes: Peace, Justice, 

Fearlessness, and Faithfulness. Books are 

available ($10) and everyone is welcome to join 

the study at any time. 

 
 

Christmas Cantata 
 
Our Music Director, Grayce Armstrong has been 

working hard rehearsing the Christmas Cantata 

with members of the choir and other 

volunteers.  The Cantata will be presented 

during the 10:00 AM worship service on 

Sunday, December 18.  Please join us for this 

very special service. 
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December 
Prayer List 

 
 

 

Chris Bitondo John DeMarco 

Edith Gutwein Dean Sparling 

Karen Hornak John Manion 

Rudy Iannacone Helen Kramer 

Joe Huber Stevison Family 

Rose Teepe Dylan & Carly Irwin 

Kevin Turner Angela McPherson 

Ron Calub Allie Juliano 

Guy Raymond Martha Shewell 

Christian Kok Virginia Lane 

Herb Finkenberg Joyce & Leon Evans 

Jimmy Cappadona Jim (Guy’s Friend) 

Steve Raymond Nancy Armstrong 

 
All those that. . . 
 

. . . experience loneliness or depression during 
       the holidays 

. . . are homeless or hungry 

. . . are “un” or “under” employed 

. . . are dealing with domestic violence 

. . . are struggling with personal illness while 
       caring for family 

. . . are affected by natural disasters                                                      

. . . are affected by war or terrorism                                             

. . . are in prison & those that work with them 

. . . support the DeBows Food Pantry Ministry 

 

NOTE: Please inform the Pastor when a name 
should be added or removed from the Prayer 
List.   

~ Thank You ~ 

 

Fundraising Status 
 

Gertrude Hawk Candy - Completed 

Thank you for participating in this fundraiser.  

The church received $326 from this effort. 
 

 

Rada Knives - 11/13 - 12/4 

Catalogs and order forms are on the table 

outside the Fellowship Hall.  Do your Christmas 

shopping early.  These knives make wonderful 

gifts.  Please give orders to Anita before and no 

later than December 4.  
 

 

Sanctuary Improvement Campaign  

“Thank You” to everyone who contributed to 

the Sanctuary Improvement Funding Campaign.  

To date we have received $1528.  As you can 

see, some work has been done in the chancel 

area as we prepare for Advent & Christmas.  

Further work will resume after New Year’s, 

including painting the pew and narthex areas, 

as well as acquiring some additional worship 

banners for various church seasons. 

 

 

 
The Finance committee would like to thank you 

for your faithful support throughout the year 

and wishes everyone a joyous Christmas 

season. 
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New Sunday Worship 

Schedule for 2017 
 

Sunday Worship Service at 10:00 AM 

 

As many of you know, in September we started 

to conduct two worship services on Sunday 

morning.  One at 9:30am and one at 10:45am.  

This was the result of feedback received during 

the Ministry Action Plan process earlier in the 

year. 
 

The goal was to address the desire by many 

members to have an earlier worship time and 

hopefully better accommodate new people 

from the community.  This schedule has been 

closely monitored since September and based 

on that monitoring, a recent congregational 

survey, and much offline discussion and 

analysis, it was decided the best course of 

action was to return to one Sunday morning 

worship service at an earlier time of 10:00 AM. 
 

There were several key reasons for this change. 
 

1. The two service schedule failed to bring in 

any new people from the community as 

originally hoped. 
 

2. Many people observed that the two 

services effectively split the DeBows 

congregation, with about equal attendance 

at both services. And having an abbreviated 

Fellowship Time between the two services 

was somewhat hectic and less inviting to 

visitors. 
 

3. For now, we will try to grow the church with 

one unified worship service, followed by a 

Fellowship Time that will be more inviting 

to visitors and allow current members to 

gather in a less confusing environment. 

 

4. The overall style of the Sunday morning 

service will continue to evolve in concert 

with Pastor Ernie, feedback from the 

congregation, and the increased use of our 

new multimedia capabilities. 
 

5. Sunday School will take place during the 

10:00 AM service.  Other Sunday morning 

groups and choir practice will adjust their 

schedule accordingly. 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

at DeBows 

DeBows observed Thanksgiving and Christ the 

King Sunday on November 20.  Thanks to Erica 

Williams for making our altar look extra special. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

When I was growing up, I always had a 

lot of trouble understanding the strange 

statement: “The king is dead.  Long live the 

king!”  This seemed such an obvious 

contradiction!   The only explanation for this 

strange statement was that the king would be 

raised from the dead.  In those early days, I had 

little connection with the church.  But I did find 

myself wondering why royalty had the privilege 

of resurrection.  You see, I assumed that the 

two parts of that statement referred to the 

same person.  It was only very much later that I 

understood it to be a reference to two different 

kings – one now dead, another due to be 

crowned!  Whereas the first part reflects a 

painful reality, the second part entertains a 

vibrant hope for the future! 

 

The recent election has served to 

remind us of the deep divisions in our country.  

However, I think it is important to note that 

large segments of our country did not suddenly 

become racist, sexist, homophobic, anti-

Semitic, islamophobic and xenophobic during 

an election season.  These fault lines have been 

there – often ignored, and equally often the 

cracks have been papered over by platitudes.  

Hopefully for many people, there will be a new 

willingness to engage in reconciliation that 

acknowledges their own pain, while listening to 

the pain of others.  For better or worse, this 

election season has accentuated and exposed 

the yawning cleavages in our fractured society.  

This is no less the case in our churches where 

too often we are no more than a pale reflection 

of our society. 

In the wake of these seemingly 

insurmountable divisions in both society and 

church, we need to reaffirm an abiding truth:  

the Church of Jesus Christ is One.  We must find 

new ways to cling to this radical unity which 

Jesus bequeathed and promised, and for which 

He prayed so fervently.  Here, too, we must 

acknowledge that our divisions reflect a painful 

reality; but the anticipation of unity must 

always be part of our vibrant hope for the 

future! 

 

During this Advent season we will again 

wait for the coming of the Christ Child.  Advent 

is a season of measuring our steps toward 

Christmas.  It signals a need on our part, not to 

rush suddenly into the Christmas event, but to 

take time to anticipate and expect:  and to live 

with these in ways that will inform our 

celebration of Christmas. 

 

I am grateful for the opportunity many 

of us will have to measure our steps in precisely 

this way. The Wednesday morning and evening 

groups will meet weekly during this season of 

Advent. Our study guide will be Pamela 

Hawkins’ book, Prepare The Way.  I am 

confident that journeying together in this way 

is part of how we overcome division and 

express the hope for unity. 

  

Shalom, 

 

 

May your Advent season be filled with 

Hope - Love - Joy – Peace 
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The Christmas Tree 
 

 
 

The following is a poem written by Roger 

Cregle, circa 1997, when his children were much 

younger.  Roger, along with his son Zach and 

daughter Brianna now help lead worship on the 

fourth Sunday of each month by providing live 

praise music. 
  

The Christmas Tree 
 

I found it while walking the woods 
On a cool fall day 
This was to be the one 
I knew it right away 
 

I could see it all, dressed in lights 
With ornaments holding onto branches tight 
The children’s eyes, opened wide 
Looking at such a beautiful sight 
 

So on this day with snow on the ground 
I took my saw to cut the tree down 
I knelt before her, my work to begin 
When I heard a faint sound come from within 
 

I parted the snowy boughs to look inside 
And I saw a ball of dried grass and leaves 
And a little brown mouse, trying to hide 
This was his home for the winter I believed 
 

His nest was tucked in tight, deep within the 
branches 
Safe from the cold and winter winds that would 
come 
So I let go of the bough, and quietly turned 
I picked up my saw, and vowed not to return 
 

So I left the woods with no tree in hand 
And headed to town, to the local Christmas 
tree stand 
To buy a tree and bring it home with a smile 
Knowing we will dress it all up in style 
 

So here our tree stands, its light all aglow 
With gifts wrapped in paper, placed below 
But I can’t help thinking 
Of that tree in the snow 
 

With its little brown mouse 
Sleeping safe and secure 
What I did was right 
For that, I am sure 
 
 

DeBows UMC Online 
 

www.debowsumc.org 

www.facebook.com/debowsumc 
 

Smart phone QR Codes 
 

DeBows Website 

 

DeBows Facebook 

 
 

 

The church website is the place to access the 

latest information concerning schedules, events 

and activities, as well as current blog posts and 

general information about the church.   
 

Alert notices and weather related cancellations 

will also be displayed on the website as 

needed.  Visit often for the latest information.  

Also, don’t forget to check out the church 

Facebook page! 

 

http://www.debowsumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/debowsumc
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

Sunday, December 4 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Women’s Sunday School 8:30am 
Worship Service 9:30am 
Fellowship Time 10:15am 
Worship Service & 
Sunday School 

10:45am 

Choir Practice 12:15pm 
  
Wednesday, December 7  

Advent Bible Study 11:30am 
Singer Support Studio 5:00pm 
Green Hymnal Jam 6:00pm 
Advent Bible Study 7:00pm 

  
Saturday, December 10  

Living Nativity at Jackson UMC 7:00pm 
  
Sunday, December 11 
3rd  Sunday of Advent 

Women’s Sunday School 8:30am 
Worship Service 9:30am 
Fellowship Time 10:15am 
Worship Service & 
Sunday School 

10:45am 

Choir Practice 12:15pm 
  
Monday, December 12  

Food Pantry Open 6:00pm 
  

Wednesday, December 14  
Advent Bible Study 11:30am 
Singer Support Studio 5:00pm 
Green Hymnal Jam 6:00pm 
Advent Bible Study 7:00pm 

  
Sunday, December 18 
4th  Sunday of Advent 

Women’s Sunday School 8:30am 
Worship Service 
w/Christmas Cantata  

10:00am 

Fellowship Time 11:00am 
  

Wednesday, December 21  
Advent Bible Study 11:30am 
Singer Support Studio 5:00pm 
Green Hymnal Jam 6:00pm 
Advent Bible Study 7:00pm 
  

Saturday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
Candlelight  
Christmas Eve Service 

6:30pm 

  
Sunday, December 25 – Christmas Day 

Christmas Service 10:00am 
  

Monday, December 26  
Food Pantry Open 6:00pm 

  
Sunday, January 1 - New Year’s Day 

Epiphany Sunday 
Worship Service 

10:00am 
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A Savior is Born 
Luke 2:1-12 

 

1  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a 

decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. 

2  (This was the first census that took place 

while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 

3  And everyone went to his own town to 

register. 

4  So Joseph also went up from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 

town of David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of David. 

5  He went there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child. 

6  While they were there, the time came for the 

baby to be born, 

7  and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them 

in the inn. 

8  And there were shepherds living out in the 

fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 

9  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 

10  But the angel said to them, "Do not be 

afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people. 

11  Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

12  This will be a sign to you: You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

 

Bible Word Search 
 

 
 

Find the 12 words below associated with the 

Christmas story found in Luke 2:1-12.  Up, 

down, diagonally, forward or backwards.  All 

words are in a straight line. 

 

 
Christ Savior Angel 
Bethlehem Mary Joseph 
Manger Lord Joy 
Shepherds Glory David 

 

 

S A V I O R R S T 

H H B X M V E B G 

I M E P I A R Y L 

G A T P C N R E O 

B N H K H G R Y R 

T G L R R E J O Y 

A E E W I L R D J 

S R H O S N L D O 

L K E Y T U I C S 

N O M A R V N L E 

D J R F A C Z T P 

S G O D D F M P H 
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Mission Activity 

Red Bird Missionary Conference 

Labels for Education Alert ! 

We have been collecting the “Labels for 

Education” that are on some food items.  This 

has been a tremendous help to Red Bird 

Mission.  There has been a recent change in this 

program in that they will be stopping in 

2017.  Red Bird Mission is trying to get enough 

labels together to purchase a vehicle for their 

school before this ends.  You will be seeing less 

and less of these labels.  The UPCs must have 

the words or symbol “Labels for Education” on 

them.  Please bring in any of these labels that 

you have so we can send them on their 

way.  You may continue to bring in any “Labels 

for Education” until May of 2017.   

The “Box Tops for Education” is a totally 

different program.  This program provides them 

with real money for the redemption of the box 

tops.  We will continue to collect them for Red 

Bird. 

The Red Bird Missionary Conference is located 

in Southeastern Kentucky and is the most 

comprehensive mission effort of the United 

Methodist Church in the United States.  They 

will be able to use these labels/box tops to 

purchase needed items for the school they run 

(pre-school to high school).  A collection jar and 

a list of products that carry these labels/box 

tops are available on the table outside of 

Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 

Recyclable Greeting Cards 
for St. Jude’s Ranch For Children 

 

To support St. Jude’s entrepreneurial teen-run 

job training program, which teaches teen’s 

critical employment skills so they are prepared 

to be productive, wage-earning citizens in the 

community when they leave St. Jude.  Only the 

front of the card is used, so any donated cards 

must not have writing on the back of the front 

picture.  Please note: they do not accept 

Hallmark, Disney or American Greeting Cards.  

There is a collection box outside of Fellowship 

Hall. 

 

 

DeBows UMC Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Prayer Shawls can be dropped off at the church 

office. More details and instructions may be 

found on the church website: Serve/Prayer 

Shawl Ministry. 

 

 

Holiday Toy Drive 
for Children’s Home Society of Trenton 

 

 
 

For those participating in the  Holiday Toy 

Drive, gifts are due back on Sunday, December 

4th.  All gifts should be placed in a gift bag, 

unwrapped.  Please remember to attach the 

name of the child on the bag.   The gifts will be 

delivered during the following week to the 
Children’s Home Society of Trenton. Tom 

Hornak is coordinating this activity. 
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Food Pantry News 
 

THANK YOU to everyone in the congregation 

who supported the DeBows food pantry this 

year. All support whether it be service, 

donation of funds or food and prayers are 

greatly, greatly appreciated. The overall 

number of participants remained about the 

same, averaging between 100 and 120 per 

month.  However, the addition of the 3 

fridge/freezer units mid-year has significantly 

increased the volume and variety of foods our 

pantry can provide.  
 

For Thanksgiving, Tom and Karen Hornak once 

again this year provided complete turkey 

dinner prep kits. The Monmouth and Ocean 

County Foodbank provided 16 frozen turkeys 

for distribution with the kits.  And an additional 

thanks to those in the congregation for 

providing additional turkeys to ensure every 

family who ordered a turkey was able to get 

one this year. 
 

Our food pantry is so much more than 

distributing groceries to those in need in our 

community twice a month.  It is a time of 

fellowship, of caring for one another, of 

friendships formed and lending an ear or a 

shoulder when needed.  We are truly blessed 

by meeting and getting to know all of God's 

children who step through our doors and are 

part of our food pantry family.  This ministry is 

truly a gift from God.   
 

The DeBows UMC Food Pantry is open the 2nd 

& 4th Monday each month from 6-8pm.  If you 

would like to volunteer time to support this 

ministry, please see the sign-up sheet outside 

of Fellowship Hall.  You may contact Deb Cregle 

for more information. 

Did You Know? 
 

 As winter approaches, remember that alert 

notices such as church event cancellations 

due to bad weather, will be posted on the 

church website as needed. 
 

 Past issues of the DeBows UMC monthly 
newsletter can be downloaded and viewed 
from the church website under News & 
Media/Newsletter Archive. 

 

 Bulletins for the Sunday worship services 

are available on a stand in the hallway 

leading to the side door of the sanctuary.  

Bulletins for children can also be found 

there along with busy bags for kids. 
 

 You can contact the church office at 732-

928-4475 in the event of a pastoral care 

situation that might need Pastor Ernie’s 

attention.  Voicemail is available. 
 

 WiFi is available in the church.  To connect, 

just follow the instructions found on the 

bulletin boards inside and outside 

Fellowship Hall. 
 

 Christmas is more than just one day. The 

Twelve Days of Christmas, or Christmastide, 

starts on Christmas Day, December 25th and 

ends on January 5th.  This is followed by the 

Epiphany of the Lord,  which is celebrated 

on January 6th to commemorate the visit of 

the Magi (wise men) to see the Christ child.  

Epiphany Sunday will be observed on 

January 1, 2017. 
 

 A new church Liturgical Year began on 

November 27,  at the start of Advent.  We 

are now following Year A in the Common 

Revised Lectionary. 
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Hymn Story 
Hark! the Herald Angel Sings 

Charles Wesley - UMH #240 

Christmas carols as we know them were 

banned by the English Puritan parliament in 

1627 because they were seen as a form of a 

“worldly festival”, which they considered the 

celebration of Christmas to be.  Therefore, 

there was a scarcity of Christmas hymns and 

carols during the 17th and 18th century.  Charles 

Wesley’s “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” was 

one of the few written during this period. 

While Charles is responsible for the rich 

theology found in the hymn, the version that 

has become one of the most popular Christmas 

hymns was the result of a little (mostly 

unwanted on Wesley’s part) help from others.   

When Charles first wrote this hymn for a 

Christmas Day service in 1739, he arranged the 

lines of the song differently, had slightly 

different lyrics, and wanted it played to slow, 

solemn music.  A few years later, in 1753, 

Charles’ friend, George Whitfield, changed a 

few of the beginning words from Wesley’s 

original, “Hark, how the welkin (vault of 

heaven) rings, Glory to the King of kings” to the 

now famous words, “Hark! the Herald Angels 

Sing, Glory to the newborn King.” He further 

cut the last two verses which few people 

include currently in the song.  The pattern was 

also changed from ten, four line verses to eight 

line verses with a chorus.  

In 1840 Felix Mendelssohn wrote a cantata in 

honor of the anniversary of the invention of the 

Gutenberg printing press.  In 1856, organist Dr. 

William Cummings adapted Mendelssohn’s 

tune to use with this hymn—the tune with 

which we are all familiar today. 

Even though Charles Wesley did not approve of 

the changes made by Whitfield and probably 

would not have approved of the tune changes 

made much later, we have been blessed by the 

final result. 

The hymn “Hark! the Herald Angel Sings” has 

become a Christmas standard and reminds us 

that Jesus, the “newborn King”, is the  “Prince 

of Peace”, “Sun of Righteousness”, “Everlasting 

Lord”, “Incarnate Deity”, and “Emmanuel” — 

“God with us.” 

 

 

Thank You 
 

The Church Council would like to offer a 

heartfelt “Thank You” to Pastor Ernie, Trustees, 

Ministry Committees, and church members for 

their faithful support and hard work during this 

past year.  It has been a very busy year of self-

evaluation, experimentation, projects and 

change in general. 
 

Through these efforts we have made significant 

progress in moving forward as the unified Body 

of Christ. We have strengthened the foundation 

on which to build the church God calls us to be.  

We should all take time to reflect and be 

encouraged for the journey ahead. 
 

 

 


